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J.R.R. Tolkien: Creator of Middle Earth

        J.R.R. Tolkien was born in South Africa on January 3, 1892. After his father died, his mother
moved the family back to England, where Tolkien learned to love the countryside. Tolkien served
in World War I, taught at the University of Leeds and Oxford, and wrote books. He is best known
for his writing, which includes The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. 
        Tolkien was a genius who inspired the works of many others. He was one of the first to create
truly successful high fantasy, but more importantly, he created a new world. It was a labor of love,
a true life-long endeavor. Even if people only ever read The Lord of the Rings, they can experience
the lore and mythology that seeps through and saturate his works, bringing Middle Earth to life.
        There are many writers who openly admit the influence of Tolkien and many who--while they
might not admit it--show the influence. For example, in recent years, there are fantasy writers
who cite Robert Jordan as influencing their work, but they may not realize how much Tolkien
influenced Jordan, sometimes even in how sentences are phrased or stories are told. None of this
is to discredit the work of others, but rather to bring to light how important and influential the
works of Tolkien are, how wide-ranging their appeal and how meaningful his stories are.
        Why are Tolkien's works so meaningful? Perhaps to borrow from the stories themselves, they
show a light when all other lights go out. They are classic stories of good versus evil, with hope
and goodness winning in the end, even at great cost and sacrifice. Readers can learn that evil
won't prevail in the end if there are those willing to stand against the darkness. J.R.R. Tolkien saw
much of darkness and sadness in his lifetime, but he wrote stories of enduring hope that have
touched people across the globe and through time.
        Tolkien earned fans of all types, including the famous poet W.H. Auden who praised Tolkien
and judged those who didn't like his work. If you've never read anything by Tolkien, this is the
year to change that. Even if you think fantasy isn't your thing, give it a try. Tolkien worked for
years creating a world to set his stories in, and that world endures yet today, living green and
flourishing in the hearts of Tolkien's fans.

                                                                                                                                                   --Laurel Pfau
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Attention, adults! There's still
time to participate in our Winter
Reading Program! Contact the
library for more information.
You can be eligible for weekly
prizes and a final grand prize.

Get reading today!


